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REVIEW OF MOTIONS WELSH COUNCIL 2018 
 

 
 
There were no constitutional motions raised. 
 

Policy Motions  
 

Motion 1: Members’ Charges for Big Welsh Walks 
 
This Council considers that the charge required, and donation requested from paid up Ramblers’ 

members for their participation in the Big Welsh Walk of 2017 was unreasonable and requests the 

organisers of future Big Welsh Walks to review the charge and donation expected of members with 

a view to their substantial reduction. 

Notes 

The Ramblers website for the Big Welsh Walk in 2017 indicated that all on the walk, including 
members would be charged £20 and requested to make a further donation which it was strongly 
indicated should be no less than £20. There are Ramblers members who followed this advice and 
actually paid £40 to participate in the walk. This is an excessive amount to ask members to pay. 

In proposing this motion Ceredigion Area wish to make the point, that regardless of future changes, 
Ramblers officialdom need to take full cognisance of the fact that members already pay an annual 
subscription with many participating further in voluntary activities. It is unreasonable to subject 
members to heavy extra charges for an event which is close to the normal organized walking for 
which members already pay annual subscription fees. 

This issue has had considerable support from members both those attending the AGM and others 
who have raised the issue. Many local members did not support the 2017 event because of the 
charges and the expected further donation. 

Submitted by Ceredigion Area 
Update:  A reduction to £15.00 was made for members for the 2018 event.  There was no 
suggested donation on the booking system.  

 
Motion 2:   Request for the Financial Account of the Big Welsh Walk 2017 
 
This Council requests that WCEC obtain an account of income and expenditure associated with 
the Big Welsh Walk of 2017 and to send it to the representatives of Areas and Groups attending 
this 2018 Welsh Council. 

Notes 

It needs emphasizing that this Motion needs to be taken independently of Motion 1 above as 
different considerations apply. 
The motion arises from two issues: 

a. On the Ramblers website there were implications and statements to indicate that donations 

would go to the local authority for help in financing the work done on preparing rights of way 

and to help finance work on public rights of way in Ceredigion County.  There is no record 

held by Ceredigion County Council of any payments made by the Ramblers to them for 

works on public rights of way. 

b. Some people attending commented upon what might be regarded as a rather casual 

approach to the storage of cash donations made during the event together with the possible 

lack of formal receipts for donations. 
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These issues were of concern to those attending the AGM and further evidential support emerged 
during discussion.  The best way of alleviating concerns is to make the financial account available.  
 
In September Ramblers did present Ceredigion County Council with a trailer but this was from 
special funds held by Ramblers Cymru.  In any event this was not the implication of the supporting 
documentation for the Big Welsh Walk. 

 
Submitted by Ceredigion Area 
Update:  WCEC have received the financial information on Welsh Council’s behalf.  
Representatives of Areas and Groups attending the 2018 Welsh Council have been sent a 
copy of the approved Financial Account. 
 

 
Motion 3:  Welsh Language Policy 
 
This Council asks that WCEC ensure that the cost of implementing its Welsh Language policy is 
adequately provided for in the annual budget for Ramblers Cymru 

Notes 

This Motion arose from discussions at the Rights of Way and Access Group on the Ramblers 
Cymru leaflet for Community Councils. No one seemed aware that there was a Welsh Language 
Policy and budgetary considerations seemed to affect the availability in Welsh of the Ramblers’ 
Cymru leaflet. The policy aspect is now resolved but it will be useful to ensure that adequate 
budgetary support is available. It will help Ramblers Cymru in any budgetary discussions especially 
with London. 

Submitted by Ceredigion Area 
Update:  The motion was withdrawn 
 

Motion 4: Making Longer Term Staff Appointments 
 
This Council requests the Ramblers’ Board of Trustees to reappraise its policy on employment of 
staff with a view to ensuring a higher degree of permanence for staff that gives better stability to 
our organisation; that allows staff develop greater familiarity with policies, Areas, Groups and 
members; that makes it sensible for them to become involved in the longer term issues within 
Ramblers and which reflects well on the Ramblers as a considerate employer.  

Notes 

From observation and acquaintance, it is apparent that most Ramblers Cymru staff are on short 
term appointments. Whilst there can be acceptable reasons for this it may not always be the case. 
The problems of short-term staff appointments are apparent to members who are active in 
Ramblers. These problems are alluded to in the motion itself. The passing of this motion will both 
help direct thoughts of The Ramblers and Ramblers Cymru and encourage them to review the 
current situation which is unhelpful to the efficiency of staff as well as the organisation itself. 

Submitted by Ceredigion Area 
Update: Ramblers Cymru are actively looking to secure longer funded projects with a view 
to a minimum of 3-year contracts being offered in the future. 
 
 
Motion 5: Ensuring that public rights of way are properly signed where they leave a 
metalled road 
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This Welsh Council urges the Welsh Government to instruct all highway authorities to fulfil their 
legal requirement under Section 27 of the Countryside Act 1968 to erect and maintain a signpost at 
every point where a public right of way leaves a metalled road. Authorities should also be reminded 
of their powers under the same section to show destinations and distances on signposts and to 
waymark public paths along their routes. 

Notes 

Section 27 of the Countryside Act 1968 requires highway authorities to erect and maintain a 
signpost at every point where a footpath, bridleway, restricted byway or byway open to all traffic 
leaves a metalled (hard-surfaced) road. If the authority considers it convenient and appropriate, the 
destination of the path and the distance to it may also be shown. Section 27 further empowers 
authorities to erect and maintain waymarks along paths. 

2018 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Act. It is an appropriate time to remind highway 
authorities of their legal duty and further powers. 

Signposts give people the confidence to use and enjoy public rights of way. Although public paths 
are marked on Ordnance Survey maps, many people do not have a map, are uncertain where a 
path leaves a road or are completely unaware of its existence. Paths can also be closed or moved, 
making maps out-of-date. 

Unsurprisingly, the Big Pathwatch survey revealed that lack of signposts and further waymarking 
was one of the biggest problems. Ramblers’ members and groups will be well aware of the issues. 

Submitted by Powys Area 

Update:  We met the Deputy Minister responsible for Rights of Way, Hannah Blythyn 
AM, in May 2018 to discuss a wide range of access matters, including signage.  We 
have requested another meeting with the Deputy Minister to discuss a wide range of 
access matters.  We will again include this issue in those discussions.  Our Paths 
for People project has built links with 20 local authorities and we will be meeting the 
Wales working group of Rights of Way Managers in April where we will also 
highlight members concerns.  We are preparing for a new Wales-wide campaign 
aiming to tackle issues of signposting and are liaising with a Communications 
Consultant to develop a strong case for greater support to Rights of Way 
maintenance and promotion.  The new Engagement and Communications Manager 
will lead this work with the support of the Policy and Advocacy Manager. 

 

Motion 6: Rewilding Policy Statement 
 
This Welsh Council accepts the Policy Statement on Rewilding drafted by a Task & Finish Group, 
approved by The Rights of Way and Access Group, then approved by Welsh Executive Committee 
after minor amendments, as Ramblers Cymru policy. 

Submitted by WCEC 

Update: The Policy has been uploaded to the Ramblers’ website   

 

 


